Questions on Non-human agency readings
1. Miller 274 How did semiotics provide an entrance to material culture, and what were its constraints?
2. Miller 275-6 What aided the formation of material culture studies after semiotics?
3. Miller 277 What was Miller’s theory of “the humility of things”?

4. Miller 280 “Our humanity is not prior to what it creates” – explain.
5. Miller – How can a material culture approach to the internet make a difference?

6. Suchman: What does she mean by “We want to be surprised by our machine progeny, but not displeased”? 

7. How did Suchman move from watching people fail with a copy machine to developing a theory of human/machine asymmetry? 
8. What similarities does Suchman see between the STS analysis (such as Shapin and Schafers’) of the relations of scientists to the natural world, and the recent efforts regarding artificial agents and their agency? What does she recommend that we do about it?
9. Pickering Pg 6 – What is the “Representational idiom” and what does Pickering offer in its place?

10. Pickering pg 12 Collins and Yearly say only choice is between social analysis of representations, and scientific analysis of material agency—and we cannot compete with scientists. What do they mean, and how does Pickering solve this problem?

11. Pickering Pg 21 – What is the “the dance of agency” and why does it matter?

12. Pickering Pg 53 – Pickering says that the bubble chamber produces tracks or not according to material agency, not human agency.  Bloor and others in SSK might disagree at this point: if there is a theory of what constitutes a track, and that theory is applied here, then we are back at the representational idiom. How might Pickering deal with this dilemma?
13. Pickering pg 65 – how does he critique Bloor’s Durkheimian conception of constraint?

